[image: image1.jpg]




Press Release

March 2010
For immediate release
European Wind of the Coast project launched

A new ‘Wind of the Coast’ (WICO) European project has been launched with partners from the UK, Italy and Spain looking at the use of small scale wind energy systems to harness wind power from around our coasts. The project is part of the European Union inter-regional program; INTERREG IVC POWER Program aimed at lowering carbon economies.

The project is being led by the Province of Ravenna in Italy together with partners Marine South East from the UK and the Diputacion Provincial de Huelva in Andalucia in Spain. The project will run until September 2011 and has attracted funding of over €200,000.

The aim of the project is to enable the installation of small wind systems along coastlines by identifying barriers to their use and producing tools and guidelines to overcome these barriers. 
The first phase of the project, what has already begun, will acquire the data necessary to decide which design of wind turbines are most suited to coastal wind conditions in order that prototypes can be installed for performance evaluation in further phases of the project.
The European Union has supported the WICO project due to the extraordinary potential for the successful use of wind turbine generation along coastlines as a result of the regular presence of inshore and offshore coastal winds throughout the year.
The project partners have already been meeting to exchange ideas, experiences and knowledge of small wind turbine generation in their regions. The WICO project will produce guidelines which will be functional and designed to facilitate the development of policies to enable faster and wider deployment of small-scale wind energy systems.

Engagement with policy makers and organizations with planning responsibilities will be important to the project.
For more information about the WICO project please visit www.marinesoutheast.co.uk/wico and subscribe to receive the free WICO newsletter at www.marinesoutheast.co.uk/subscribe . The first edition of the newsletter is expected to be produced shortly.

Ends

Notes to editors

The Province of Ravenna in Italy is the local intermediate authority with experience in policies regarding environment and energy.

The Diputacion of Huelva in Spain is the energy department for the region and has been investigating the possibility of wind electricity for several years.

Marine South East is a regional initiative set up to address the needs of marine businesses in the South East of England. The organization works actively in the renewable energy arena as well as coastal spatial planning, technological innovation and policy development.
For more information please contact Simon Powell at Marine South East on +44 (0) 2380 111592 or email simon@marinesoutheast.co.uk  
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